[Date]
[MPP’s Name]
Member of Provincial Parliament
[MPP’s Constituency Office Address]
[City, Province, Postal Code]
Subject: Congratulations & Invitation to Discuss Child and Youth Mental Health in [Your Community]
Dear [MPP’s Name],
Congratulations on your election as the Member of Provincial Parliament for [Riding Name]. I am writing on behalf of [Organization Name], a community-based provider of child and youth mental health services in [Community Name]. We were pleased to see that your party recognized the importance of mental health and addictions in its platform. As frontline providers, we know that the best outcomes happen when we intervene early—starting in childhood and adolescence. We are eager to work with you to improve access to mental health care for children, youth, and families in our community.
As you settle into your role, we are pleased to invite you to visit our organization for a tour and meet with our team to discuss the urgent mental health needs of children and youth in [Community Name].  Ideally, you’d be available to do this during this year’s Children’s Mental Health Week (CMHW), taking place from May 5th-11th. We would also appreciate the opportunity to share insights on how we can work together to ensure that no young person must wait for the care they need and showcase some of the programs that we’ve developed to improve access and the quality of care in our community.
Why This Matters
· At last count, province-wide, over 28,000 children and youth were waiting for mental health services, with some waiting up to 2.5 years for care. Demand for services continues to grow, with increasing severity and complexity of mental health needs among young people.
· Mental health workforce shortages and significant wage gaps mean some community mental health agencies, in Ontario, face vacancy rates as high as 30%, leaving families without timely care.  
· [insert local statistic or fact from your community/riding if available]
A Call for Action
[Agency name] is a part of a network of over 80 community-based agencies across Ontario, and together with our provincial association, CMHO, we are advocating for:
1. Stabilizing the workforce by addressing wage gaps and recruitment challenges.
2. Sustaining the system by improving efficiency and ensuring long-term funding.
3. Building system capacity to reach equity-deserving and underserved communities.
We believe that every infant, child, youth and family in Ontario deserves timely, high-quality mental health care, and we hope to collaborate with you to make this a priority in [Community Name].
Would you be available for a 30-minute meeting or tour at some point during Children’s Mental Health Week?   If not, we would be happy to schedule a time that works with your schedule.  We would love the opportunity to introduce you to our work and discuss how we can partner to improve mental health outcomes for children, youth, and families in our community.
Please let us know a time that works for you. We look forward to working together to make a meaningful difference.
Sincerely,
[Your Name]
[Your Title]
[Your Organization]
[Your Contact Information]

