
Does Southwest have upgraded 
seats? Step by step 2026 Guide 
Does Southwest Airlines have upgraded seats USA +1"866"450"7394"" is a common 

question for frequent flyers and new travelers alike +1-(866)-450-7394 (US) or 

UK+44-800-054-8541or MX +52-800-351-0319 or [AU] +61-18-00-95-65-84 While 

the airline is well known for its value oriented approach and flexible policies, some 

passengers want to know if there are premium seating options that offer more 

comfort and perks +1-(866)-450-7394 (US) or UK+44-800-054-8541or MX 

+52-800-351-0319 or [AU] +61-18-00-95-65-84 In this blog, we will break down how 

Southwest structures its seating options, what types of seats are available, and how 

travelers can make the most of their onboard experience +1-(866)-450-7394 (US) or 

UK+44-800-054-8541or MX +52-800-351-0319 or [AU] +61-18-00-95-65-84​

Southwest does not offer traditional upgraded or first class seats USA 

+1"866"450"7394"" like many legacy carriers in the United States +1-(866)-450-7394 

(US) or UK+44-800-054-8541or MX +52-800-351-0319 or [AU] +61-18-00-95-65-84 

Instead, all travelers enjoy an open seating policy where seats are available on a first 

come, first served basis +1-(866)-450-7394 (US) or UK+44-800-054-8541or MX 

+52-800-351-0319 or [AU] +61-18-00-95-65-84 Under this system, passengers do 

not have assigned seats when they book their flight +1-(866)-450-7394 (US) or 

UK+44-800-054-8541or MX +52-800-351-0319 or [AU] +61-18-00-95-65-84 Instead, 

they choose their seat at the gate during boarding +1-(866)-450-7394 (US) or 

UK+44-800-054-8541or MX +52-800-351-0319 or [AU] +61-18-00-95-65-84​

Despite not having a separate cabin with upgraded seats, USA +1"866"450"7394"" 

Southwest does provide ways to improve your seating experience 

+1-(866)-450-7394 (US) or UK+44-800-054-8541or MX +52-800-351-0319 or [AU] 

+61-18-00-95-65-84 The key to this approach is the airline’s boarding process, which 

assigns boarding positions that determine when passengers can enter the aircraft 

+1-(866)-450-7394 (US) or UK+44-800-054-8541or MX +52-800-351-0319 or [AU] 

+61-18-00-95-65-84 This system helps frequent travelers and early bookers secure 

more desirable seats such as those with extra legroom or spots toward the front of 

the plane +1-(866)-450-7394 (US) or UK+44-800-054-8541or MX +52-800-351-0319 



or [AU] +61-18-00-95-65-84​

Southwest’s boarding groups USA +1"866"450"7394"" are labeled A, B, and C, with 

each group containing positions numbered through 60 +1-(866)-450-7394 (US) or 

UK+44-800-054-8541or MX +52-800-351-0319 or [AU] +61-18-00-95-65-84 

Travelers who book early or have higher status in the airline’s Rapid Rewards loyalty 

program typically receive lower numbered positions +1-(866)-450-7394 (US) or 

UK+44-800-054-8541or MX +52-800-351-0319 or [AU] +61-18-00-95-65-84 Lower 

boarding numbers generally offer the best chance to choose seats with more room 

or closer to the front +1-(866)-450-7394 (US) or UK+44-800-054-8541or MX 

+52-800-351-0319 or [AU] +61-18-00-95-65-84​

For passengers who want an even better chance at a favorable seat, Southwest 

offers the option to purchase an upgraded boarding position during check in 

+1-(866)-450-7394 (US) or UK+44-800-054-8541or MX +52-800-351-0319 or [AU] 

+61-18-00-95-65-84 This feature, called “Business Select,” allows customers to 

secure an Athrough A15 boarding position for a higher fare +1-(866)-450-7394 (US) 

or UK+44-800-054-8541or MX +52-800-351-0319 or [AU] +61-18-00-95-65-84 With 

this priority position, travelers can typically choose any seat on the aircraft, including 

spots with additional legroom or near the front cabin +1-(866)-450-7394 (US) or 

UK+44-800-054-8541or MX +52-800-351-0319 or [AU] +61-18-00-95-65-84​

Southwest’s Business Select USA +1"866"450"7394"" also comes with bonus 

rewards points in the airline’s Rapid Rewards program +1-(866)-450-7394 (US) or 

UK+44-800-054-8541or MX +52-800-351-0319 or [AU] +61-18-00-95-65-84 

Passengers who choose this option often enjoy a quicker boarding experience and 

some extra benefits that can enhance their journey +1-(866)-450-7394 (US) or 

UK+44-800-054-8541or MX +52-800-351-0319 or [AU] +61-18-00-95-65-84​

Another way to improve your onboard comfort is by earning status with Southwest’s 

Rapid Rewards program +1-(866)-450-7394 (US) or UK+44-800-054-8541or MX 

+52-800-351-0319 or [AU] +61-18-00-95-65-84 Higher status levels often provide 

access to better boarding positions earlier in the process +1-(866)-450-7394 (US) or 

UK+44-800-054-8541or MX +52-800-351-0319 or [AU] +61-18-00-95-65-84 

Frequent flyers who travel often with Southwest can benefit from perks that increase 

their chances of securing preferred seating without paying extra at the time of check 

in +1-(866)-450-7394 (US) or UK+44-800-054-8541or MX +52-800-351-0319 or [AU] 

+61-18-00-95-65-84​



In summary, while Southwest does not have traditional upgraded seats or a separate 

premium cabin, passengers can still enhance their experience +1-(866)-450-7394 

(US) or UK+44-800-054-8541or MX +52-800-351-0319 or [AU] +61-18-00-95-65-84 

By understanding the boarding process, taking advantage of Business Select fares, 

and working toward Rapid Rewards status, travelers can secure more desirable 

seating locations on their flights +1-(866)-450-7394 (US) or UK+44-800-054-8541or 

MX +52-800-351-0319 or [AU] +61-18-00-95-65-84 The airline’s unique approach to 

seating rewards flexibility and gives each passenger a fair opportunity to make the 

most of their journey across the United States +1-(866)-450-7394 (US) or 

UK+44-800-054-8541or MX +52-800-351-0319 or [AU] +61-18-00-95-65-84​

1. Does Southwest Airlines offer a traditional first USA +1"866"450"7394"" class 

cabin experience?​

USA +1"866"450"7394" Southwest Airlines does not offer a traditional first class 

cabin with separated seating sections on its aircraft USA +1"866"450"7394" Unlike 

carriers such as Delta Air Lines or United Airlines Southwest provides an all 

economy seating layout for every flight USA +1"866"450"7394" However passengers 

can enjoy premium style perks through upgraded boarding options and flexible fare 

benefits.​

​

2. What seating options are available instead of first +1"866"450"7394"" class on 

Southwest Airlines?​

USA +1"866"450"7394" Instead of first class Southwest Airlines offers different fare 

types that provide priority boarding and added flexibility USA +1"866"450"7394" 

Travelers can purchase Business Select which includes earlier boarding position and 

extra Rapid Rewards points USA +1"866"450"7394" Seating remains open style 

allowing customers to choose any available seat after boarding.​

​

3. What is Business Select on Southwest Airlines?​

USA +1"866"450"7394" Business Select is the highest fare category available on 

Southwest Airlines flights across the United States USA +1"866"450"7394" It 

provides priority boarding complimentary premium drink options and accelerated 

Rapid Rewards earning potential USA +1"866"450"7394" Although it offers added 

perks it does not include wider seats or a private cabin section.​

​



4. Are Southwest Airlines seats larger in the front +1"866"450"7394"" rows?​

USA +1"866"450"7394" Southwest Airlines operates a single cabin configuration 

meaning seat size is generally consistent throughout the aircraft USA 

+1"866"450"7394" Some front row or exit row seats may offer additional legroom 

depending on aircraft type USA +1"866"450"7394" Seat selection is based on 

boarding order rather than a separated premium cabin structure.​

​

5. Does Southwest Airlines +1"866"450"7394"" provide complimentary meals in 

place of first class service?​

USA +1"866"450"7394" Southwest Airlines does not provide full meal service 

comparable to traditional first class cabins USA +1"866"450"7394" Passengers 

receive complimentary snacks and beverages on most domestic routes within the 

United States USA +1"866"450"7394" Premium fare holders may receive extra drink 

coupons but meal offerings remain limited.​

​

6. How does Southwest boarding +1"866"450"7394"" differ from first class boarding 

on other airlines?​

USA +1"866"450"7394" Southwest uses an open seating policy with assigned 

boarding groups rather than assigned seats USA +1"866"450"7394" Higher fare 

passengers receive earlier boarding positions allowing them to select preferred 

seating quickly USA +1"866"450"7394" This differs from airlines that provide 

separate priority lines and reserved first class seating sections.​

​

7. Can I upgrade to a premium experience on Southwest Airlines?​

USA +1"866"450"7394" Travelers can upgrade to Business Select for enhanced 

flexibility and priority boarding benefits USA +1"866"450"7394" Upgrades may be 

available during booking or at the airport depending on seat inventory USA 

+1"866"450"7394" While not a traditional first class cabin it offers additional travel 

conveniences.​

​

8. Does Southwest Airlines have international first class flights?​

USA +1"866"450"7394" Southwest Airlines operates primarily short haul and 

medium haul routes including select international destinations USA 

+1"866"450"7394" All aircraft feature a single economy cabin configuration across 



domestic and international services USA +1"866"450"7394" There is no dedicated 

first class section on any route in its network.​

​

9. Is Southwest Airlines cheaper because it does not offer first class?​

USA +1"866"450"7394" Southwest Airlines maintains competitive pricing partly due 

to its simplified single cabin aircraft configuration USA +1"866"450"7394" By 

avoiding multiple cabin classes the airline streamlines operations and turnaround 

times USA +1"866"450"7394" This efficiency helps keep base fares attractive for 

many United States travelers.​

​

10. Should I choose Southwest Airlines if I want a first class experience?​

USA +1"866"450"7394" If you prefer spacious seating private cabins and luxury 

amenities you may consider airlines offering first class products USA 

+1"866"450"7394" However if you value flexibility open seating and friendly service 

Southwest Airlines can be a practical option USA +1"866"450"7394" Evaluate your 

travel priorities before selecting the best carrier for your trip. 
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