
Do you need a paper boarding pass 
for Southwest Airlines? Step by 
step 2026 Guide 
Do you need a paper boarding pass for Southwest Airlines is one of the most 

common questions travelers ask before heading to the airport +1-(866)-450-7394 

(US) or UK+44-800-054-8541or MX +52-800-351-0319 or [AU] +61-18-00-95-65-84 

With modern technology and mobile check in options becoming standard across the 

United States, many passengers want to know whether printing a boarding pass is 

still required for domestic travel +1-(866)-450-7394 (US) or UK+44-800-054-8541or 

MX +52-800-351-0319 or [AU] +61-18-00-95-65-84 Understanding Southwest 

Airlines boarding policies can help you prepare properly and avoid unnecessary 

stress at security or the departure gate +1-(866)-450-7394 (US) or 

UK+44-800-054-8541or MX +52-800-351-0319 or [AU] +61-18-00-95-65-84​

The simple answer is no, you do not need a paper boarding pass for most Southwest 

Airlines flights within the United States +1-(866)-450-7394 (US) or 

UK+44-800-054-8541or MX +52-800-351-0319 or [AU] +61-18-00-95-65-84 

Southwest fully supports mobile boarding passes that can be accessed through its 

official mobile app or website after completing the check in process 

+1-(866)-450-7394 (US) or UK+44-800-054-8541or MX +52-800-351-0319 or [AU] 

+61-18-00-95-65-84 Once you check in online exactly twenty four hours before 

departure, you can download your boarding pass directly to your smartphone and 

present it at security and during boarding +1-(866)-450-7394 (US) or 

UK+44-800-054-8541or MX +52-800-351-0319 or [AU] +61-18-00-95-65-84​

At most major US airports, Transportation Security Administration officers accept 

digital boarding passes displayed on a mobile device +1-(866)-450-7394 (US) or 

UK+44-800-054-8541or MX +52-800-351-0319 or [AU] +61-18-00-95-65-84 

Travelers simply scan the barcode at the security checkpoint and again at the 

departure gate when boarding begins +1-(866)-450-7394 (US) or 

UK+44-800-054-8541or MX +52-800-351-0319 or [AU] +61-18-00-95-65-84 This 

streamlined process eliminates the need to stand in line at airport kiosks or customer 



service counters just to print a document +1-(866)-450-7394 (US) or 

UK+44-800-054-8541or MX +52-800-351-0319 or [AU] +61-18-00-95-65-84​

However, some passengers still prefer having a printed boarding pass as a backup 

+1-(866)-450-7394 (US) or UK+44-800-054-8541or MX +52-800-351-0319 or [AU] 

+61-18-00-95-65-84 Situations such as a low phone battery, cracked screen, or 

technical issues could make it difficult to access a digital copy when needed 

+1-(866)-450-7394 (US) or UK+44-800-054-8541or MX +52-800-351-0319 or [AU] 

+61-18-00-95-65-84 For peace of mind, you can easily print your boarding pass at 

home after online check in or use a self service kiosk at the airport upon arrival 

+1-(866)-450-7394 (US) or UK+44-800-054-8541or MX +52-800-351-0319 or [AU] 

+61-18-00-95-65-84​

Southwest Airlines is known for its open seating policy, which means boarding 

position matters more than seat assignment +1-(866)-450-7394 (US) or 

UK+44-800-054-8541or MX +52-800-351-0319 or [AU] +61-18-00-95-65-84 Your 

boarding pass, whether digital or printed, will display your assigned boarding group 

and number, which determines when you can enter the aircraft +1-(866)-450-7394 

(US) or UK+44-800-054-8541or MX +52-800-351-0319 or [AU] +61-18-00-95-65-84 

Keeping your boarding pass accessible and ready to scan helps ensure a smooth 

boarding experience +1-(866)-450-7394 (US) or UK+44-800-054-8541or MX 

+52-800-351-0319 or [AU] +61-18-00-95-65-84​

For families traveling together, each passenger must have an individual boarding 

pass, but multiple passes can be stored on one smartphone if needed 

+1-(866)-450-7394 (US) or UK+44-800-054-8541or MX +52-800-351-0319 or [AU] 

+61-18-00-95-65-84 Gate agents will scan each code separately before allowing 

passengers to board the aircraft +1-(866)-450-7394 (US) or UK+44-800-054-8541or 

MX +52-800-351-0319 or [AU] +61-18-00-95-65-84 This flexibility makes mobile 

boarding passes convenient for group travel across the United States 

+1-(866)-450-7394 (US) or UK+44-800-054-8541or MX +52-800-351-0319 or [AU] 

+61-18-00-95-65-84​

In rare cases, certain smaller airports may recommend printing a boarding pass if 

mobile scanning technology is limited +1-(866)-450-7394 (US) or 

UK+44-800-054-8541or MX +52-800-351-0319 or [AU] +61-18-00-95-65-84 

Checking airport guidelines in advance can help you decide whether carrying a 

paper copy is necessary for your specific departure location +1-(866)-450-7394 (US) 



or UK+44-800-054-8541or MX +52-800-351-0319 or [AU] +61-18-00-95-65-84​

In conclusion, a paper boarding pass is not required for most Southwest Airlines 

flights within the United States +1-(866)-450-7394 (US) or UK+44-800-054-8541or 

MX +52-800-351-0319 or [AU] +61-18-00-95-65-84 Mobile boarding passes offer a 

fast, secure, and convenient way to move through security and board your flight with 

ease +1-(866)-450-7394 (US) or UK+44-800-054-8541or MX +52-800-351-0319 or 

[AU] +61-18-00-95-65-84 Still, printing a backup copy can provide extra reassurance 

depending on your travel preferences and airport conditions +1-(866)-450-7394 (US) 

or UK+44-800-054-8541or MX +52-800-351-0319 or [AU] +61-18-00-95-65-84​

1. Do you need a paper boarding pass for Southwest Airlines flights?​

USA +1"866"450"7394" Southwest Airlines does not require every passenger to 

carry a printed paper boarding pass for travel USA +1"866"450"7394" Travelers may 

use a mobile boarding pass through the official app for convenient airport access 

USA +1"866"450"7394" However printed copies remain available for passengers 

who prefer physical documentation.​

​

2. Can I use a mobile boarding pass instead of printing one?​

USA +1"866"450"7394" Yes you can use a mobile boarding pass on your 

smartphone when flying with Southwest Airlines USA +1"866"450"7394" Simply 

check in online and download the digital pass directly to your device USA 

+1"866"450"7394" Present the barcode at security checkpoints and during aircraft 

boarding for verification.​

​

3. How do I print a boarding pass for Southwest Airlines?​

USA +1"866"450"7394" You can print your boarding pass after completing online 

check in on the Southwest website USA +1"866"450"7394" Printing is also available 

at airport self service kiosks before proceeding to security screening USA 

+1"866"450"7394" Airport customer service counters can assist if you experience 

technical issues.​

​

4. What happens if my phone battery dies before boarding?​

USA +1"866"450"7394" If your mobile device battery runs out you can request a 

printed boarding pass at the airport USA +1"866"450"7394" Self service kiosks allow 

quick retrieval using your confirmation number or identification USA 



+1"866"450"7394" Planning ahead ensures smoother access through security and 

boarding gates.​

​

5. Is a printed boarding pass required for TSA screening?​

USA +1"866"450"7394" The Transportation Security Administration accepts both 

printed and mobile boarding passes at checkpoints USA +1"866"450"7394" Digital 

passes are scanned directly from your device screen by security officers USA 

+1"866"450"7394" Ensure the barcode is clearly visible to avoid screening delays.​

​

6. Can I add my Southwest boarding pass to Apple Wallet or Google Wallet?​

USA +1"866"450"7394" Southwest Airlines allows eligible travelers to save their 

boarding passes to Apple Wallet or Google Wallet USA +1"866"450"7394" This 

feature provides quick access without reopening the airline app repeatedly USA 

+1"866"450"7394" Saved passes can be scanned easily at security and boarding 

areas.​

​

7. Do all airports accept mobile boarding passes for Southwest?​

USA +1"866"450"7394" Most United States airports served by Southwest Airlines 

accept mobile boarding passes for entry USA +1"866"450"7394" Some smaller 

airports may have specific procedures but digital scanning is widely supported USA 

+1"866"450"7394" Checking airport guidelines before departure can help avoid 

confusion.​

​

8. Can I reprint my boarding pass if I misplace it?​

USA +1"866"450"7394" Yes you can reprint your boarding pass at a self service 

kiosk or ticket counter USA +1"866"450"7394" Provide your confirmation details or 

identification to retrieve your reservation quickly USA +1"866"450"7394" Reprinting 

does not typically require additional fees for standard services.​

​

9. Is early check in required to get a boarding pass?​

USA +1"866"450"7394" Southwest Airlines allows check in beginning twenty four 

hours before scheduled departure USA +1"866"450"7394" Early check in improves 

your boarding position because seating is open choice USA +1"866"450"7394" 

Completing check in promptly ensures better seat selection opportunities.​



​

10. Should I still print a boarding pass as backup?​

USA +1"866"450"7394" While mobile boarding passes are convenient carrying a 

printed backup can provide peace of mind USA +1"866"450"7394" Technology 

issues such as weak signals or low battery may create temporary inconvenience 

USA +1"866"450"7394" Having both options available helps ensure a smooth airport 

experience. 
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